
 
  



 
 

AGENDA 
8th September 2021 

10:00 – 12:00 BST, Online  
 

10:00 – 10:05 Welcome Remarks MP Pauline Latham 
10:05 – 10:10 Setting the Scene Professor Claire Heffernan, Principal 

Investigator, UKRI GCRF Action Against 
Stunting Hub 

Speaker Introduction   
10:10 – 10:20 The nutritional 

impact of Covid-19 
 

Dr Francesco Branca,  
Director, Department of Nutrition and 
Food Safety, WHO 

10:20 – 10:30 Can We Still Reach 
the Global Goals? 

Dr Lawrence Haddad, Executive Director, 
GAIN 

10:30 – 10:40 No victory over 
malnutrition unless 
we transform our 
food systems 
 

Dr Gunhild A. Stordalen, Founder & 
Executive Chair, EAT 

10:40 – 10:50 Investing in Nutrition Dr Simon Bishop, CEO, The Power of 
Nutrition 

Break  School resources presentation 
Speaker Introduction    
11:00 – 11:12 Voices from India Dr Bharati Kulkarni, Country Lead India, 

UKRI GCRF Action Against Stunting Hub 

11:12– 11:24 Voices from 
Indonesia 

Dr Umi Fahmida, Country Lead Indonesia, 
UKRI GCRF Action Against Stunting Hub 
 
Dr Hasto Wardoyo, Sp.OG.,  
Head of the National Population and 
Family Planning Agency 

11:24 – 11:36 Voices from Senegal Prof Babacar Faye, Country Lead Senegal, 
UKRI GCRF Action Against Stunting Hub 
 
Dr Maty Diagne Camara, Nutritionist, 
Head of Food and Nutrition 
Division, Department of Maternal and 
Child Health (MoH) 

11:36 – 12:00 Round-table 
Discussion  

Chair: Prof Claire Heffernan  

12:00 Closing Remarks MP Pauline Latham and Prof Claire 
Heffernan 

 
 
 
 
 



Schedule 
 
The event will begin with welcome remarks and the keynote presentations. Following the keynote 
presentations, there will be a round-table discussion co-ordinated by Prof Claire Heffernan.  

Background information 

Stand Up to Stunting 

Last year, 149 million children under the age of five were stunted. Of these children, more than half 
live in Asia while nearly 40% live in Africa. The World Health Assembly calls stunting "one of the most 
significant impediments to human development". 

Yet the role and impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on nutritionally vulnerable populations is largely 
unknown. We do know however, that many countries are reporting excess child deaths. As such, we 
can presume that lockdowns, disruptions to child services and nutritional programmes such as school 
feeding programmes has accelerated the vulnerability of at risk, households, families and children. 

Action Against Stunting Day aims to raise awareness of these children and their families. We aim to 
explore the global goals against the background of the pandemic and discuss solutions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Keynote speakers  
 
Mrs Pauline Latham, MP 
Pauline was elected as the first ever Member of Parliament for Mid Derbyshire in 2010. She has lived 
in Derbyshire since 1970 and was actively involved in local politics for much of this time. She was first 
elected as councillor for Breadsall Ward, later renamed as Oakwood on Derbyshire County Council in 
1987, then as a member of Derby City Council, and was the Mayor of Derby from 2007-8. In 
Parliament, Pauline sits on the International Development Select Committee.  As a member of this 
committee, she has been fighting to ensure investigations into the Sexual Exploitation and Abuse in 
the Aid sector and calling for “sustainable, meaningful change” in the sector to stop the abuse from 
occurring. The Committee is currently investigating the effectiveness of UK aid abroad. Pauline is also 
a member of the Joint Committee on Human Rights, and a member of the Administration Committee, 
which looks at, amongst other things, the restoration and renewal of Parliament. 
 
Prof Claire Heffernan, Principal Investigator, UKRI GCRF Action Against Stunting Hub 
Claire is Director of the London International Development Centre and Joint Chair in Global 
Development at the Royal Veterinary College (RVC) and the London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine (LSHTM). Her work at the Centre focuses on facilitating interdisciplinary research across 
seven University of London institutions aimed at addressing critical global challenges. Her expertise in 
interdisciplinarity informs a range of research from child malnutrition to emerging infectious disease, 
climate change and AMR. LIDC is one of the largest development research organisations globally with 
over 5000 members working across all areas of global development.  
 
Dr Francesco Branca, Director, Department of Nutrition and Food Safety, WHO 
Francesco is the Director of the Department of Nutrition for Health and Development in the World 
Health Organization, Geneva. During his tenure, the WHO has established a new nutrition guideline 
development process and has developed a Comprehensive Implementation Plan on Maternal, Infant 
and Young Child Nutrition with six global targets. He has been leading the preparation of the 2nd 
International Conference on Nutrition. 
 
Dr Lawrence Haddad, Executive Director, GAIN 
Lawrence is GAIN’s Executive Director since 2016. Since 2020, he also chairs Action Track 1 of 
the United Nations Food Systems Summit to ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all and is 
the co-convener of the Standing Together for Nutrition. In June 2018, the World Food Prize 
Foundation awarded the 2018 World Food Prize to Lawrence Haddad, and David Nabarro, former 
Special Adviser to the UN Secretary General. 
 
Dr Gunhild A. Stordalen, Founder & Executive Chair, EAT 
Gunhild is the founder and executive chair of EAT. She is a driving force in linking climate, health and 
sustainability issues across sectors to transform the global food system. Together with her husband 
Petter A. Stordalen, Gunhild established the Stordalen Foundation in 2011, under which she later 
founded the EAT Initiative together with Professor Johan Rockström and the Stockholm Resilience 
Center (SRC). 
 
Dr Simon Bishop, CEO, Power of nutrition 
Simon joined the Power of Nutrition as CEO in January 2021. He is a passionate advocate for the 
eradication of extreme poverty with more than 25 years’ experience in international development, 
including as Deputy Chief Executive of global children’s charity Plan International UK and as Special 
Adviser to the UK Government’s Secretary of State for International Development. He is also currently 
Chair of the Coalition for Global Prosperity and a Trustee of the John Lewis Foundation. He has been 
Strategy Adviser to The Prince of Wales’ Charitable Foundation and completed a number of roles with 
The Shell Foundation, The United Nations Foundation and the BBC. 
 
 
 
 



Dr Bharati Kulkarni, Country Lead India, UKRI GCRF Action Against Stunting Hub 
Bharati is Senior Grade Deputy Director at National Institute of Nutrition, Hyderabad, India. Her 
research focuses on ways to improve the nutritional status of vulnerable population groups, especially 
women and children. She has carried out studies on public health nutrition problems including 
management of severe acute malnutrition in children, body composition, nutritional interventions to 
improve maternal nutrition, agriculture-nutrition linkages, and agricultural interventions to improve 
nutritional status of women and children. 
 
 
Dr Umi Fahmida, Country Lead Indonesia, UKRI GCRF Action Against Stunting Hub 
Umi is academic staff at SEAMEO Regional Centre for Food and Nutrition (SEAMEO RECFON) at the 
Universitas Indonesia since 1997. Her research interest is in infant/child growth and development - in 
relation to micronutrient and care-related aspects (in particular feeding care and psychosocial care) - 
and food methodologies and applications particularly on linear/goal programming to 
develop/evaluate food-based dietary guidelines and food security. 

 
Dr Hasto Wardoyo, Sp.OG., Head of the National Population and Family Planning Agency  
Hasto  is the regent of Kulon Progo who served in the period 2011 - 2016 and the period 2016-2019 
before being appointed by President Joko Widodo as Head of the National Family Planning 
Coordinating Board (BKKBN) on July 1, 2019. Prior to becoming Regent, Hasto is known as a doctor 
and entrepreneur in the field of health services. 
 
Prof Babacar Faye, Country Lead Senegal, UKRI GCRF Action Against Stunting Hub 
Babacar is Professor in Parasitology at the Faculty of Medicine, at the University of Cheikh Anta DIOP, 
Senegal. Babacar has conducted extensive research on the molecular epidemiology, immunology, 
treatment and control of parasitic diseases, including on the emergence of antiparasitic drug 
resistance and the discovery of novel antiparasitic therapeutic agents. 
 
Dr Maty Diagne Camara, Nutritionist, Head of Food and Nutrition Division, Department of 
Maternal and Child Health (MoH) 
Full Assistant Professor at the Institute of Health and Development at Cheikh Anta Diop University in 
Dakar; Coordinator of the Master of Public Health Option Nutrition since 2010 at the Institute of 
Health and Development. Head of the Food and Nutrition Division at the Directorate of Mother and 
Child Health at the Ministry of Health and Social Action of Senegal since 2013 with the mission to 
develop policies and strategies in food and nutrition to improve the nutritional status of populations. 
Coordinator of the Codex Alimentarius Nutrition Committee for dietetic foods and diets in Senegal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Round Table Discussion 
 
During this discussion, all speakers and participants are invited to share their experience and vision 
regarding stunting and commit to promoting research and interventions to end stunting by 2025. 
 
 
Round-table participants 
 
Professor Paul Haggarty, Deputy Principal Investigator, UKRI GCRF Action against Stunting Hub 
Paul is Deputy Director of the Rowett Institute of Nutrition and Health at the University of Aberdeen. 
He is Deputy Lead on the multi-disciplinary UKRI GCRF Action against Stunting Hub. He is a member of 
the UK Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition (SACN).  This committee advises the Department 
of Health and other Government Agencies and Departments on matters related to diet and health and 
he chairs the SACN Saturated Fatty Acids working group. Paul is Chair of the BBSRC Bioscience for 
Health Strategy Advisory Panel, and his research is funded by UKRI, government, and medical 
charities. His research is focused on the dietary and social determinants of health, transgenerational 
effects, the influence of early life, and the interaction between the environment and the human 
genome, and he is applying this expertise to the Hub’s work. 
 
Ben Deighton, Managing Editor, SciDevNet 
Ben is the Managing Editor of SciDev.Net, the world’s biggest news service covering science in a 
development context. Ben is responsible for overseeing SciDev.Net content, ensuring its editorial 
independence and the quality of articles and multimedia products. Ben joined SciDev.Net in July 2017 
after four years as editor of Horizon magazine. Ben has worked as a journalist since 2001 and was 
previously a reporter for the Reuters news agency in London and Brussels.                                               
 
Dr Purnima Menon, Senior Research Fellow, IFPRI 
Purnima is a senior research fellow at the International Food Policy Research Institute. She is based in 
New Delhi, where she is the theme leader for South Asia Nutrition Programs in IFPRI’s Poverty, Health, 
and Nutrition Division. In her work in India, Purnima directs POSHAN (Partnerships and Opportunities 
to Strengthen and Harmonize Actions for Nutrition in India), an initiative to increase the use of 
evidence for nutrition in India.  
 
Dr Jessica Fanzo, Bloomberg Distinguished Professor of Global Food & Agricultural Policy and Ethics, 
John Hopikins 
Jessica is the Bloomberg Distinguished Professor of Global Food Policy and Ethics at the Berman 
Institute of Bioethics, the Bloomberg School of Public Health, and the Nitze School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS) at the Johns Hopkins University in the USA. She also serves as the Director 
of Hopkins’ Global Food Policy and Ethics Program, and as Director of Food & Nutrition Security at the 
JHU Alliance for a Healthier World.  
 
Patralekha Chatterjee, Independent Journalist 
Patralekha is an award-winning journalist-columnist, author, and consultant to international agencies 
focusing on development issues across multiple platforms. As a journalist and consultant, she has 
brought to the national and international consciousness the crucial importance of transdisciplinary 
factors in the provision of public healthcare. Since the 1990s, she has consistently foregrounded the 
role of economic, political, social, cultural, and educational factors in public health in India where she 
lives and other developing countries. 
 
Prof Nicola Lowe, UCLan, GCRF Challenge Leader-Food Systems 
Nicola is the Director of the UCLan Research Centre for Global Development. She is an expert in the 
field of international nutrition, with a particular focus on micronutrient requirements and metabolism. 
The overarching aim of her research is to explore sustainable solutions to global malnutrition. Nicola 
supervises postgraduate degree students in the field of nutrition and food security. 
 



Eleanor Hevey, UK Advocacy Director, Eleanor Crook Foundation 
Eleanor joined the Eleanor Crook Foundation in February 2021 as the UK Advocacy Director. Eleanor 
has more than 15 years’ experience as a senior advocate and strategist for leading multilateral and 
non-profit organizations. Prior to joining ECF, she served as the Head of Humanitarian Policy at the 
British Red Cross, leading policy, research and advocacy on international issues including food 
insecurity and famine prevention. She also served as the Head of Health and Resilience, leading 
domestic policy and thought-leadership on public health and major emergencies. Eleanor led 
international policy for UNICEF Canada and managed stakeholder relations for the Sick Kids Centre for 
Global Health, working on issues including global child health and nutrition, child protection and 
financing for global education.  
 
Callum Northcote, Senior Nutrition Policy and Advocacy Advisor in Save the Children UK 
Callum is the Senior Nutrition Policy and Advocacy Advisor at Save the Children UK. Callum leads Save 
the Children UK's engagement with the UK Government on nutrition and also focuses on global 
nutrition policy and financing, and youth engagement and empowerment in nutrition advocacy. He 
currently co-chairs ICAN UK, a coalition of advocacy organisations that focus on improving the UK's 
role in addressing global malnutrition as well as the G7 Global Taskforce Working Group on Food 
Security, Nutrition and Agriculture. He previously sat on the Nutrition for Growth Advisory Group 
focusing on improving accountability processes for nutrition. Prior to joining Save the Children, Callum 
has worked for RESULTS UK and the Scottish Government and he previously sat on the board of 
International Service. 
 
Abigail Perry, Director, Nutrition division, WFP 
Prior to joining WFP, Abigail was the head of the nutrition policy team at the Foreign, Commonwealth 
& Development Office (FCDO) department of the Government of the United Kingdom, the 2020 
merger of the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) and the Department for International 
Development (DFID). Abigail had provided strategic leadership of the UK government’s work on 
nutrition since 2015. She led the designing of the UK’s 2017 nutrition position paper and ensured the 
UK delivered commitments to nutrition made at the 2013 Nutrition for Growth Summit.  
 
Charlotte Allen, Global Health Challenge Manager, GCRF 
Charlotte is the Global Health Challenge Manager at the Medical Research Council, part of UK 
Research and Innovation. Her responsibilities span the GCRF Global Health Portfolio, Maternal and 
Neonatal Health, Planetary Health and Health Equity/Equitable partnerships. For these areas, she 
provides scientific and strategic advice to the relevant Global Challenge Leaders in order to develop a 
portfolio of research to address these challenges. Given its strong maternal and child health focus, she 
is the project officer for the Action Against Stunting Hub within UKRI. 
 
 
Paul Newnham, Director, SDG2 Advocacy Hub 
Paul heads up the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 Advocacy Hub as Director, an initiative 
bringing together NGOs, advocacy groups, civil society, the private sector and UN agencies to 
coordinate global campaigning and advocacy to achieve SDG2. Paul seeks to generate change that will 
impact food systems, people and the planet. 
 
Paula Chalinder, Senior Nutrition Adviser, DFID 
Paula is the Senior Nutrition Adviser in the FCDO Nutrition Team, within its Global Health Directorate, 
providing leadership on policy priorities to address malnutrition in all its forms, more effectively and 
sustainably, for the poorest and most vulnerable. Prior to this, Paula was the FCDO Head of Profession 
for Livelihoods and led the Head of Profession Group.  Paula has worked in diverse roles across FCDO 
(previously DFID) with experience of international development policy, programming, research and 
international engagement in areas related to climate smart agriculture, sustainable food systems, 
nutrition-sensitive approaches and natural resource governance. 
 
Dr Izwardi Doddy, Head of Research and Development Center, Ministry of Health, Indonesia 
 


